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Commissioning for patients
The White Paper Equity and Excellence: Liberating the NHS sets out how the Government’s reforms will empower professionals and providers, giving them more autonomy and, in return, making them more accountable for the results they achieve, accountable to patients through choice, and accountable to the public at a local level.

The consultation document Liberating the NHS: Commissioning for Patients provides further information on intended arrangements for GP commissioning and the role of the NHS Commissioning Board in supporting consortia and holding them to account. It seeks views on a range of areas, including how GP consortia and the NHS Commissioning Board can best involve patients in making commissioning decisions that are built on patient insight. 
Commissioning for patients is one of a number of documents supporting the White Paper and is closely linked to Increasing democratic legitimacy in health (please turn over for more information). 
Key points and proposals
· Empowered health professionals would be leaders of a more autonomous NHS.

· Patients and the public would have the confidence of knowing that their GP is not only their advocate in the healthcare system but part of a commissioning consortium.
· GPs would work in partnership with other health and care professionals to decide how to use NHS resources to get the best health care and outcomes for patients.

· Commissioning by GP consortia would mean that the redesign of patient pathways and local services is always clinically led.

· To support GPs in their commissioning role, an independent NHS Commissioning Board would be set up to take on duties including leading on quality improvement, promoting patient choice and patient involvement and allocating and accounting for NHS resources.  

· GPs would work with local authorities who would have a lead role in ensuring services across the NHS, social care and public health are joined up and meet the needs of local people.

Where can I find out more?
The White Paper and its consultation documents are available on the Department of Health website at www.dh.gov.uk/liberatingthenhs. Please turn over for information about Increasing democratic legitimacy in health.
A Commissioning for patients summary slide pack is available alongside the full consultation document to support focused engagement sessions.

Details about how to respond to the proposals can be found within the consultation document. The closing date for responses is 11 October 2010.
Local democratic legitimacy in health

The White Paper Equity and Excellence: Liberating the NHS outlines how health services will become more joined up by strengthening the relationship between local authorities and the NHS. The consultation document Liberating the NHS: Local democratic legitimacy in health provides more detailed proposals for how patients, locally elected councillors, local authorities, public health experts and others would work side by side with GP consortia. Local democratic legitimacy in health is one of a number of documents supporting the White Paper and is closely linked to Commissioning for Patients (please turn over for more information). 

Rationale and key points
· A strong local voice for patients through democratic representation is crucial to creating a more responsive NHS.
· One of the aims is to push power away from Whitehall to those who know best about what will work in their communities – GPs, working with other healthcare professionals, and local authorities.
· The ambition is to introduce real, local democratic accountability to healthcare by giving local authorities the power to agree local strategies to bring the NHS, public health and social care together. 

· Local authorities would also be given control over local health improvement budgets. 

· Local authorities would lead the process of undertaking joint strategic needs assessments across health and local government services and promote joint commissioning between GP consortia and local authorities. This would ensure that commissioning is joined where it makes sense for the patient and is undertaken in an accountable way. This would give an unprecedented opportunity to link health and social care services together for patients. 
· Local authorities would commission HealthWatch – through which patients and the public would be able to shape health services (see HealthWatch summary sheet).
· The consultation seeks views about simplifying joint working arrangements between the NHS and other services.
The new role for local authorities

· Within the new system, local authorities would have an enhanced role in health and greater responsibility in four areas:

· leading joint strategic needs assessments to ensure coherent and co-coordinated commissioning strategies;

· supporting local voice, and the exercise of patient choice through local HealthWatch;

· promoting joined up commissioning of local NHS services, social care and health improvement; and

· leading on local health improvement and prevention activity.

· Local authorities would have a lead role in integrating the commissioning of health, social care and public health services to better meet the needs of individuals and families using the services.  

· The consultation seeks views on how integrated working could be further supported. One proposal to achieve this is through a health and well-being board in each local authority.  
Where can I find out more?
The White Paper and its consultation documents are available on the Department of Health website at www.dh.gov.uk/liberatingthenhs. Please turn over for information about Commissioning for patients. Details about how to respond to the proposals can be found within the consultation document. The closing date for responses is 11 October 2010.
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